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The 1960s and 1970s witnessed the 'golden age' for the modern western state: peace 

and physical security, liberty and legal certainty, democratic self determination, and 

economic growth and social welfare were the norm, and the state was at the apex of 

its development. This volume argues that in today's era of accelerated globalization, 

with more and more state functions becoming privatized and internationalized, the 

golden-age nation state has changed dramatically and is in decline. This volume 

traces these ongoing transformations from multiple perspectives, examining the full 

range of state activity from taxation and education policy to transnational business law 

and internet governance to explore the role of the state in the 21st century and 

consider the full impact of its demise.
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