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ACHIM HURRELMANN is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Carleton
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The 'democratic deficit' of the European Union is a much discussed-concern of
politicians and commentators, and this insightful collection argues that this is a result
of the multi-level nature of EU governance. Popular loyalties become divided between
levels of government, lines of accountability become ambiguous and supranational
institutions seem distant from citizens.These challenges are part of broader
globalizing processes that have destabilized the traditional notion of the nation state
and replaced it with multilevel forms of governance across the globe.

Focusing on the EU, this volume examines the problems multilevel governance
causes for democratic legitimacy by placing it in a comparative and theoretical
context, and explore how challenges faced by the EU compare with those faced by
traditional federal systems worldwide. Through a combination of theoretical
perspectives and empirical research, this book offers the means to evaluate the
various explanations for the problems facing democracy within the EU and shows
how legitimacy and accountability can be improved.
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