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Back cover: The back of a Tyrian Schekel (126 
BC – 66 AD) showing a Ptolomeic eagle, a 
symbol of imperial rule, with its right claw stee-
ring a ship’s rudder, with the implied ship reput-
edly a symbol of the island city of Tyre.

Front cover: A secular ship of state as a decora-
tion for the ruler’s table, made by Hans Schlott-
heim, Augsburg, between 1580 and 1590. On 
the ship we see Rudolf II (1552-1612), the ruler 
of the Holy Roman Empire, being honored by 
the seven electors. At the bottom of the mast 
the Hapsburg double eagle. (British Museum, 
London). The eagle reappears on the left, 
though now with a critical connotation, com-
bined with symbols of national (US), internatio-
nal (UN) and European (EU) unity. The dragon 
is, in the Chinese imperial tradition, the functio-
nal equivalent of the eagle.

The state remains the most important 
political unit of the modern world. In 
the most recent phase of globalization 
the role and position of the state has 
changed, but after a short intermezzo 
in which nothing less than the ‘end of 
the state’ was frequently proclaimed, 
the social sciences have reached 
consensus about the ongoing centra-
lity of states. This Handbook focuses 
on state transformations. Transfor-
mations are fundamental changes of 
the state. We take into consideration 
the entire period from the emergence 
of the nation-state in Europe to the 
present but we concentrate on state 
transformations over the past four de-
cades. This Handbook presents the 
latest social science knowledge about 
the state and its transformations along 

with issues for further research. 
Transformations of the state are con-
sidered for all regions of the world, 
for countries in economically advan-
ced and less developed regions, for 
young states and those which can 
look back at a long tradition of state 
development, for democratic states 
and authoritarian regimes, for coun-
tries with (previously) socialist eco-
nomic systems and the states where 
the idea of liberal market economies 
originated, for states with a colonial 
past and their erstwhile colonial mas-
ters. It is challenging and ambitious 
to examine such a wide range of sta-
tes and their transformations, even 
in an extensive Handbook profiting 
from the participation of a large num-
ber of leading experts.



The Oxford Handbook of Transformations of the State (OHTS)
Eds. Stephan Leibfried, Evelyne Huber, Matthew Lange,  

Jonah D. Levy, Frank Nullmeier & John D. Stephens

Note on the Jacket Illustrations – Stephan Leib-
fried

Preface – Stephan Leibfried, Evelyne Huber,  
Matthew Lange, Jonah D. Levy, Frank Nullmeier 
& John D. Stephens

1	 Introduction: Transformations of the State – 
Evelyne Huber, Matthew Lange, Stephan  
Leibfried, Jonah D. Levy, Frank Nullmeier & 
John D. Stephens

2	 Changing Perspectives on the State – Jonah 
D. Levy, Stephan Leibfried & Frank Nullmeier

Part I: The Emergence of Modern 
States

3	 Varieties of State Experience – John A. Hall

4	 The Layered State: Pathways and Patterns 
of Modern Nation-State Building – Philip 
Manow & Daniel Ziblatt

5	 The Emergence of the New World States – 
Andrew Kelly & James Mahoney

6	 State Formation and Transformation in Africa 
and Asia: The Third Phase of State Expan-
sion – Matthew Lange

7	 State Theory: Four Analytical Traditions – 
Matthias vom Hau

8	 Limited Statehood: A Critical Perpective – 
Thomas Risse

9	 State Transformations in Comparative Per-
spective – Jonah D. Levy

Part II: Internationalization and the 
State

10	 Internationalization and the State: Sover-
eignty as the External Side of Modern State-
hood – Michael Zürn & Nicole Deitelhoff

Crucial Types
11	 Sovereign (In)Equality in the Evolution of the 

International System – Lora Anne Viola,  
Duncan Snidal & Michael Zürn

12	 The Competition State: The Modern State in 
a Global Economy – Philipp Genschel, & Laura 
Seelkopf

13	 The Embedded State: The New Division of 
Labor in the Provision of Governance Func-
tions – Tine Hanrieder & Bernhard Zangl

14	 Multilevel Governance and the State – Arjan 
H. Schakel, Liesbet Hooghe & Gary Marks

15	 Beyond the State? Are Transnational Regu-
latory Institutions Replacing the State?  – 
Walter Mattli

Crucial Issues
16	 Security, Intervention, and the Responsibility 

to Protect: Transforming the State by Rein-
terpreting Sovereignty – Christopher Daase

17	 Ambiguous Transformations: The 2007-08 
International Financial Crisis and Changing 
Economic Roles of the State – Eric Helleiner

18	 Environmental Risks and the Changing In-
terface of Domestic and International Gover-
nance – Klaus Dingwerth & Helge Jörgens

Part III: Contemporary Transformations 
of the Core OECD-World of States

19	 State Transformations Among the Affluent 
Democracies – Jonah D Levy, John Stephens 
& Stephan Leibfried

Crucial Types
20	 The Transformations of the Statist Model – 

Jonah D. Levy

21	 From Industrial Corporatism to the Social 
Investment State – Jingjing Huo & John D. 
Stephens

22	 The Changing Role of the State in Liberal 
Market Economies – Peter A. Hall

23	 ISI States Reverse Course: From Import 
Substitution to Open Economy – Herman 
Schwartz & Sebastian Etchemendy

Crucial Issues
24	 Welfare State Transformation: Convergence 

and the Rise of the Supply-Side Model – 
Herbert Obinger & Peter Starke

25	 The State and Gender Equality: From Patri-
archal to Women Friendly State? – Julia S. 
O’Connor

26	 From the Positive to the Regulatory State: 
A Transformation in the Machinery of Gov-
ernance? – Katharina Holzinger & Susanne K. 
Schmidt

27	 Migration and the Porous Boundaries of 
Democratic States – Rainer Bauböck

28	 Plurinational States – Michael Keating

29	 The Changing Architecture of the National 
Security State – Andreas Busch

30	 Transformations of the Democratic State – 
Frank Nullmeier, Steffen Schneider & Andreas 
Hepp

Part IV: Postcommunist Peculiarities? 
State Transformations in the Former 
Communist World

31	 The Peculiarities of Post-Communist State 
Development: Institutional Consolidation and 
Elite Competition – Anna Gryzmala- Busse & 
Pauline Jones Luong

32	 The Transformation of the State in Eastern 
Europe – Milada Anna Vachudova

33	 Resources as Constraints? Natural Re-
source Wealth and the Possibility of Devel-
opmental States in the Former Soviet Union 
– Pauline Jones Luong

34	 The Transformation of the Russian State – 
Brian D. Taylor

35	 China: Economic Liberalization, Adaptive 
Informal Institutions, and Party-State Resil-
ience – Kellee S. Tsai

Part V: State Transformations in the 
Non-OECD World

36	 States in the Global South: Transformations, 
Trends, and Diversity – Matthew Lange

Crucial Types
37	 Human Development, State Transformation 

and the Politics of the Developmental State 
– Peter B. Evans & Patrick Heller

38	 Rentier States and State Transformations – 
David Waldner & Benjamin Smith

39	 Predatory States and State Transformation – 
William Reno

40	 State Failure and State Transformation – 
Sven Chojnacki & Anne Menzel

Crucial Issues
41	 Ethnicity and State Transformation in the 

Global South – Matthew Lange & Klaus  
Schlichte

42	 Democratization – Grigore Pop-Eleches & 
Graeme B. Robertson

43	 Emerging Welfare States in Latin America 
and East Asia – Evelyne Huber & Sara  
Niedzwiecki

Part VI: Conclusion

44	 Conclusion: States Transforming – Evelyne 
Huber, Matthew Lange, Stephan Leibfried,  
Jonah D. Levy, Frank Nullmeier & John D.  
Stephens

ISBN 978-0-19-969158-6
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press 2014/2015
In Summer 2014 available on the OUP website


